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ERG QUARTIRLY is printed and produced by Terry Jeeves

from 230 Bannerdale Rdy, Sheffield S$11 9FE,
En You can get the next issue by t=

Sending a LOT plus 30p in stamps

” Sending £1 for 2 issues (low value stamps will do)
QUARTERLY 76 In The USi, send 1,00 per issue, or multiples
OCTOBER 1984 therof (bill please, not cheques)

Elsewhere..,UX stamps or International Money Order

e S T Any hids for the Space Shuttle original drawing from the
cover of the last issue? ERGtape No.? still available at £2,00. My
Stateside Trip Report at 75p or g2.00,

WANTED pre™19%5 coples of Agtounding, I ean offer large
stacks of current sf at a trade rate to auit (0OU, 1 have slso started
compiiing a seriess of covor photos of Astounding and would aypreciste
cantacting snyone who can eithar lot me photegraph the pre-'35 issues.,or
perhaps can do it for me 4if they baveé'access to them,

At the time of writing, only Roger Waddington has sent in
2 completed Crossword from ERG 75.,.50 he gets the prize of a hardcover,
Not &nly did the crossword elicit a long loud silence on its response curve
but wirtually ne one muntioned it in thedr letters....how come folks? Yos
it too hard 7 Do yott want ancther..yes or npo 2729

Pacover this time is again courtesy of that very good many
Harry Andruschak, withqut whom ERG would not be the same, My eternal
thanks to a good man, Fronteover,..unless plans £9 awry, will be a HANDCUT
stoneil origfnai from Jin Cawthorme..one of that guperb Tolkien folio he
did many moons ago..and now resudected from the files,..which prayes you
QAN store stencila a long tine.,.and that wood work CAN be produced that
way, even if inelipible for Theo HeIntyro Award,

In the ERGITORIAL on the 2X81, I mentioned some books I
had found useful..the titles arei-

MaKING THE MOST OF YOUR ZX80 OR 84 ) 56495 each from -
and STRETCHING YOUR ZX&0 OR.81 TO ITS LIMITS ) Computer Publications,
- Unit 3
I have found then almost invaluable,.and if 33 Yoodtherpe Rd
You have a Sinclair...order right now. Ashford. Middx., W15 2RpP

THOUGHT FOR TODAY.."/hen you've finished with this issue of
ERG, don't throw it away,,pleasec pass it along to a friend,.or an eneny ,
depending on what you think of it, '

lateat Shuttle news is n launch postponsment until Cctober
the 9thaeplus possibilities of weather/wind delays on the day itself,

On the catwuter front, the newly announced VIC~20 from
Coumodore looks very interesting...basic SIRAM fBr £189, with 16 colours
and expandable to 32KRAM. Then there's the B3C/Acorn micro specially
designed for the BBC series due to start in January,..this looks even
better,..16KRAM a basic, 8§ graphic modes including an incredibly high for
the price resolution of 640E256 pixels..and 14 colour graphics.,for 2235,
and its expandable in steps.. 32K, 48K 96K and an incredible 8M | Senad
5+A+E. for details toi= BC Mierocomputer System, BBC, Rex 7, LONDON
WC3 cxg. Sadly, (with the exception of the upcoming £50 job frem
Sinelair) ia p;inter to give you hard coples of your brogramming will cost
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a minimum pf 2130 (Datac) and on upwards depending on the speed and guality
you requirc, If you also yearn for a floppy disc system and word processing
capability+.then start looking for a sccond nortgage on the wife.

HOLIDAYS this year were & bit curtaile® as we were expecting Sandy back
from her year in the U.,S.A. and wele unsure of the actual date. Eventually,
we wound up talking time out here and therece which suited me fine as not only
was it mere fun, but it also minimised that mounatin of nail normally on
the mat when we get back from longer trips,. This time, we took a weclk in
Yales (Yhy didn't you mect us at the border, Prosford?) including a couple
of days in L dlow staying at the superb olde~worlde 'Feathers'es On another
jaunt, we visited Scarborough and nade & point of erossing the world's
longest single-span Humber Bridgee..fascinating. Ye also had a wackend in
Corby..and discovercd the police had secaled off Ketteringe.we never found
out why..outbreak of SF perhaps? TMnal-expedition was into the wilds of
Scotland and & stay at the George Hotel in Bdinburgh. T managed te avoid
the last two days of the Tatico by talking Val into attending a Stephen
Leacock recital insteads. I haven't been to Scctland before..apart from two
quick fcatch a troop ship' visits in 141 2nd &2 so I enjoyed every minute
of ite A beautiful city is Ldinburgh..and CLEAiN..evon the back alleys and
courts were spotless and totally devoid 5f the trash and filth which mars
just about every English town, city and village. Oh yes, and sticking to
our tour of Britain's Dridgcs..we visited Quecnsferry and drove under hoth
the Forth Bridges..road and rail.

_ 'The carteon on the right will be a
bit dated by the time you get this ERG, R

> ey PR L ! YT T A .V
if fustralia didn't win, just change the WY 3 s60,

year, as I hopc they'}l try agadin, AUSTR%&iI
As for home conventicns..what ever o |4

mpponed to programmes 77 Once again a L ;n

Lritcon (Yorcon 2) proved abysmal fron 4 & A s

a progran point of view..panel, speach, ‘f : . S

panel,fochle film, and back to panel
againe Vhatever happend to sudh itens
as 'This Is Your Fannish lifet!, The LiG
Tape Operas, Fannish 20 Orestions, the
plays, skits, fan huckster tables, The
agdmence participatior conpetitions,
film competitions, slide shows etc, ?

Hecky even tho exciting (hollow
1§ugh) debktes s '"Should SF Support Causes®
changed course and got enmieshed in semi-
po%itical/anti—nuke propaganda,.a farce
?§}ch u?set quite a few nconle who objected mosi strongly to their bein
lvraped ﬁn amongs the 9bjectcr5 under the blanket statetlent.."This Con;egtion
...-atc " iy pay high rates for such fecble prograries was a gofon 1
plaint..the best part.. as evers.is neeting old friends..and that can be
dcn? sinply ?y simply bocking us all in at one hotel somowhere..snd thus
saving a registration fee, I was asked to find such a hotel in Sheffieclda.
and have done sc (£19 a night)..but I gathdér from Keith Freeman that a more
cintral sites.orcester or Coventry is under consideration. Kope it cones
off, as the saving on '"Registration! and farcs to Brighton will be cqual tb
an extra day's hotel 1113 T would imapine,

hich is all fcr the tine beings.renember to write (with ]
g oTGr stanps) if
have any doubts about your ststus on the mailing list., ALl the begt, Terisu
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M 2 Shortly before the last issue of
ERG rolled through the duplicator

4 SlNCIJ"R (ZXS’) T became the pro&d owner of a !

Sinclair 2X81 microcomputer, plus
and additional 16K RAM unite. Since then
we have had several nonths in which to
get acquainted, so herewith a report on
a very happy relationship.

The basic 1K version arrived two
or three wecks before the add-on mnit,
although both were ordered at the same
time..the ad. says 'allow 28 days' , but
this evened out at about 56, Yot really

> a complaint against Sinclair, but simply
MGI’DRIHL an indication of the terrific demand.

T bought the made-up version rather than the kit. The
basic 1K model costing approximately 270 and the 16K unit
a further £50, Power unit and conmecting leads are all
included in the cost, so once yolu have unpacked the computer, you'lre ready
to g0 Sinply plug in computer, switch on TV and link it to the Zio1 via
the (too short) cable supplied..the first thing I did was to extend mine to
nllow me to sit back in an easy chair with the 2¥81 on my kncws Switch the
TV to an unused channel, twiddle the tuning, and up will come a small letter
K in the bottom left hand corner of the screen, That's all there is to it,
you're ready for business.

HDaving just completed a short course on BASIC programming, I had some
idea of what to do nexta.but total newconers needn't ponic, as Sinclair also
supply an excellent handhock which takes you through BASIC a step at a tine.
Since then, J've invested in several additional books, and find that what
one tends to slide over, another covers in depthe One very great boon of
the 2¥81 is the Sinclair version of DASTC which allows the input of a whole
wor™ at one press of a key. There are about seventeen such 1Cormmand! words
plus others called ttokens! and whep you have nuch repetitive typing to do,
they save oodles of finger-bashing. On the APPLE, you have to type in such
words as PRINP, G0SU3, GOTO, THEN, one letier at a time. On the %21, just
press onc key for the one you want,..saves a lot of tincas There is another
1ittle blessing concealed in the 1ittle black boXea..if you nuck up a line
of DASIC..the machine will refuse to accept it until you rectify the arror.
This is nuch easier to do with onc balky line, than having to plough through
a wholg program in search of a buz which is jauuing it. Dven if you get
a seoninsly sotisfactory line into the peograms .but forget to include its
values, the ZX81 is equal to the situation...it stops and throws up an error
message similar to this, 12/90t This tells yon there is an error of TypeZ
(Sinclair give you a listing of various types of error) on line 90. Plece
of cakel

Drawbacks? “ell, the 2781 koyboard is the main one...it isn't a proper
ASCII standard bit of machinery with proper typewriter keys. Instcad, it
uses pressure sensitive keys which require pressing instead of tappinge. In
adGition, they are closer together than a standard keyboard, so thal using
¥her is not & matter of plain typing, but of selecctinpg a key and thon
pressing it firmly. A rather slower process than on tstandard! machines,
but when you comparce the cost of a basic Z70 as against arcund £150 for its
nearest competitor, you can't grumble,
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Whether you buy a ZI81 or a bimrer machine depends very rmuch on what
uses you have for a scmputer. I eften get acked, Mhat do you want 1% for™
The answer to such & simple secning question gets rather conplicateds.but it
goes like thisa.es
One of ny interests is nathematical puzzles. Those annoying tine-wasters
of the kind which Martin Gardner cocks up 8o welle Using a computer and
mastering BASIC is rather like thate.. 2 series of problems to be solved &nd
nastereds..'How can I make it PRINT a list of natles/ drow a rectangle/ draw
a concentric spiral/run ne up a list a&f Togorithns ? ..etc otc, Thon again,
T want to know what I can do with keys such as PREK, PORE, GOSUB,RND,INT and
suchlile. I've had endless fascinotion in bringing thent under ny controla
80, for openers, I get the fun of mastering & new technigue. Then of course
I can play gomes con ny 7X8% .. either of oy own devising %I've cooked up 8
neat little Rhine BeS.P, test using the RID function) or from casselties or
computer nagazinese..so that's another reason for wanting a computer, Then
there is the use I plan for it when the Sinelair printer comes on the market
and I can run off the ERG adlress labels at the press of o key..ah happy doy e
Finnlly, but possibly of greatest ing votance is cost/effectivenesse. I €1d
thibk of investing 2600 in a SIARP computer with colour visuals and 48K RAM,
but caution said, fsuppose you can't naster BASIC, Suppose you lose intores,
suppose you f£ind you don't need a big conputerss swhat- then?? ARSUER, buy
a nice, cheap modelss.the Z¥%51, work on it, play with 41t, enjoy t%, and 1if
for any reason you want to pull out of conputingessthen you haventt dost: a8
lot. of rioney. Sy = .

These reasons Tiay not npply to youae.but before investing in ANY sort
of computer,.it Wwill pay you to. analyse your reasons for wanting oncesand
bear in ninde..nev end better ones keep appearing on the narketseand the
BBEC in conjunction with 4corn computers have a computing program plus a new
cormuter, all lined up for next ycar...you nay want to get in on that..l dos

I nentioncd gones batk there. I bought two cassettes of these, plus
a Househild iccounts packeage, frov.Simclair. . Sadly, each cassette had at
least one programrie which stubbornly refused to LOAD (I've written to then
asking sbout a replacenent set)s Of the 1k ganes...they are very basic and
also have an annoying screen flicker. Tho 10K genes are better..with an
~cellont version of (Mastermind!-anc an infuriatingly tiessy fLunar Lander'.
The Houschold cassette hos a superd (to ne) sdcress listing prograc for up
to SO nanes,addresses, phonc nunbers and menérak infce.,.and also a 'Note Pad!
which I fancy will ceme in very handy..sadly, the *Dank hecount' side Just
won't LOAD..so I'n still wondoring about that part,

For ny own progranss..well of coursc, It still very nuch a beginner,
but have produced several picces whici have given me a lot of pleasume in
cooking therrt upe.othe ES.P progran nentioned earlier in which you input
your guess as fo what the computer will cone up with...and after 25 Iisted
tries you anre given your total out of 25+ Then I coolked up a linc whuch
spirals into the centrej a set of concentric boxcs, a large, visual aninated
advertising display, and several othoerss.

The Sinclair has a raft of 'GRAPHIC! syrbols, and these used along with
PLOT/UHPLOT, CLS and the PAUSE function can provide some very effective
roving displays..so whetter you went your Sinclair for mathenatics or for
vigual displays and ganesa...it is ready to pleases Iy latest prograils are
a couple of short ones for (a) plotting & set of log tables (b) c¢cooking
the sun of a series, and (b) 'orking ocut factorialse. Onz thing is for sure,
Ifve all rendy got ny roney's worth out of the 2%81...and hope to get 8 lot
nors. Drop e a line if you're interested...and I11]1 naybe run & few of my
(and your) prograns in TERG. Bestest, Terry
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g A CORNER OF

HOW THE STAR LORD YALKED OUT OF A 7

PAIRTING AND CHANGED MY LIFE . r,.—:....‘ THE MARKET

gomg

I never thought of nyself as a
writer - still don't really. In
another time and place I'd be seated
in the shade of & tree in the corner
of the market place, telling tales to
anyone who'd throw a coin in the cap,
I used to do sonething very like that
at schocl to amuse ny classnates, But
holidays were a different natter,

Ly

Being an only, loncly child with
no friends and both parents cut at
work, rizking up stories was one way
te stay sane, T even started to write
then down occasionally - unfinished
stories were a speciality. Sonetines
I painted pictures (I was nisguided
enough to think I could becone an artist) One such was typical: a young
nan in nedieval costune leaning on a castle wall, The only thing was, I
didn't feel that 1 had painted 1t. Oh surc, the bad drawing was nine and
the black Adctblet and hose itrined with red was intentional (I was short on
colaurs), but the face? He was exceptionally good looking for one thing -
I was noruaally hopeless at faces, .nd why did he lock soc haunted ? I got
to thinking about hin, working out what sort of person he wasj I even wrote
a few chapters in the gothic-rornantie style I wax into at the tirie, Then T
becane bored and put it away = for seventeen yecars.

The intervening tine was spent passing exans, felling in and out of love
a few tines and getting thrown out of art college. JAfter doing a nunmber of
odd job=, ranging from kitchen-naid to warehouse-packer, I ewentually
enrpolled Iin the Birniinghan School of Radlopgrapliys Sonewhere in there I got
narried and obtained a post at the Childrents Hospital, where I worked until
I had babies of ny owne

It was the babies that did it. All those nappiea, niles of pran-pushing
and endless dull conversations at the loeal play groups T went back to
naking up stories = in particular that sad young nanm in nmedieval blaxk,.
Only this tine I knew he had to be an SF character = Mycaal the Star Lord
had finally achieved recognition.

My husband, Roy, was to blane for getting hin on paper., He complained
about ny lack of finish, got ne angry and ensured that I corpleted the worka.
For threc nonths I took ny scruffy exercise book and biro everywherej; then
Roy baught e a typewriter and I spent another three nonths typing it all
out, (I'™ no typist)e That naruseript was called THZ MASK OF THE GODS.
Coincidentally I discovered 'The WriterA: and Artists Year Beok! in the
library and copled out a few ad:'resses, The publishers didn't want to knowe
They wouldn't even read its So I tried the agents = and progressed to
rejection slips.

While the GPO toted ny precious bock backwards and florwards, I consoled
nyself by writing THE SHEEG, finishing it just as I found an apent who would
take an interest. Armed with the A to 2 of London and the new nanuscript, I
went to see hin, Inevitably it was in a poky little office at the top of
two flights of stajirs, He'd take ne on - provided I'd do sone revision on
the first book,



Tor the next six ronths he collected rejection slips on ny behalf while
I got stuck into SAFFRON, Then he spent another six nonths trying to sell
all three nanuscripts, finally sending thent to Dennis Dobson.

I was told that it was casier to get mercy from the Inquisition than a
decision out of Dennis Dobson, so, after yet anothor six nonihs of frust-
ration, I demanded a personal interview with the nane

45 soon as I saw that crurbling corpse of & house in Kensington, I felt
as if I'd walked into another world. The atnosphere racked of long~lost
Bloonsbury and the kind of léft-wing intellectualisn that went out with the
thirtics. Trepidating to the core, I clinbel over the piles of old newse
papers and magazines that heaped the steps and rang the bells The Anerican
lady who answered the door looked surprisingly hunans I followeZ her :
through a hallway clogped with bilcycles (The Dobsons have several children)
into an office filled with bocks. In fact there were so nany they appeared
to have dispensed with furniture altogether an? used piles of books in
place of tables and chairs.

The fleeting glinpse I caupht of Dennis Dobson left ne with the impress-
ion of an old novie nutty professor, with bald pate and a tAft of white
hair sticking out horizontally ahove cach car. lle flitted in and out a
couple of tines, nuttering incoherently. It was lHargaret Dobson who.talked
tc rie, She turned out to be an untidy-locking lady with hair drawn into a
bun at the nape of her neck and, despite the heat, wcaring & thick winter
coate A kind of urban Hrs, Tigsywinkle.

The upshot cf the interview was that they wouldn't teke THED MASK OF TIE
GODS, but would take the other two if I would lengthen THE SHEEG, by incl-
uding naterial from the rejected book, and sherten SAFFRCH to 2 corparable
lengthe It was to be another two years before 1 saw ny bocks in print, by
which tine STAR WARS had burst on the scene and suddenly everybedy was
writing SF, For ne it was the only nediun in which ny convoluted inaginings
could survive. A bookworn since I was three yecars old, I12 cut ny teeth en
Enid Blyton, grown up with Dickens, the 3rontes and Auasten, becoie enancured
of Shakespeare, fed off Scott, Adnsworth and flagrard, then discovered Orwell
and Huxley. Fron there I pregressed down through Verne, Wells, Dradbury,
1wwvndhan et aljy until, only in recent years
experiencing Anerican pulp and Narvel
conicse {(My son nust be the only ten-~year
old in the country who has to wait while
his lun reads his Dre. Whe nonthly firstl)

Margaret Dobson once said to ne, 'We
think you're the best story-~teller we've
found in years,m

The reriark has a bitter ring these days.
Zven the hest storyteller in the world
needs a few pennies in his can 2t the end

of the daye. Je Buffery
QU DT VNWFIDTEREYND X FRERY W Y oSy Yy




™ WQURTE MAMT TO STAUD ON THE MOCHN,
Astronaut, Alan L. Dean has resigned
from MNASA to carve out a new career
as an artist. Lunar lodule pilol on
Apollo 12, Nov.1969; Cormander of
the second Skylab mission, 1573%;
bhackup commander for Apocllo-Soyuz in
'75, Dean has logged 1,671 hours in
space which rates hin fourth among
all astronauts in flight tine.

A TETEERED SATHLLITE is under review

e AT by IIASA in collaboration with Ttaly.
T 2 The idea is to loft a satellite aboard
ot Pl ;bypﬂy%g;ﬁﬁ a Shuttle, tﬁan troll %t through the
R et T S upher atmosphere on a 60 nmile long
ﬂnv?@££&£f2¥r”9bﬁ§?&ﬁg cgrd. Designed tc measure gravit?
B f‘daff?f'w”w?; s.-%is:kiﬁ.;‘;:: and atuospheric data, the wolling is
o LAl S, to orevent orbital decay while the
' satellite is only 130 wiles abave the
narth,

SHAPING and POLISHING OF TIE o4 INCH

Primary Mirror of the Space Telescope has been coupleted to a perfection of
Tess than one-millionth of an inch errore. The 12 ton telescope will be
placed in orbit by Spave Shutile in carly 1985, at an altitude of 370 miles.
Tts unrestricted viewing will pierce seven times farther inte space than
land-based telescopes have achieved. The mirror will next receive a
reflective coating of pure aluminium followed LY & protective layer of
nagnesiun fluoride,

FOR THE MNWHAT USZ IS IT!?! brigade, encouraging results were reported froul a
fest to see how satellite data coulé help high $lying aircraft to avoid
heavy ozone concentrations. These cause shoritness of breath, plus eye, nose
and throat irritation among passengers. Satellite limbus 7 transmitted its
snformation to Goddard who relayed it to Northwest Airlines where it was
used in meteoroligical forecasts for airiiner guidance.

MASA research during the past 10 years has led to the development of a
simplified natural biclogical sewaze treatment process which represents e
major technological Dreakthrough in wastewater treatment and water recycling.
The system is odour-free and costs less than half as much as z conventional
system to operate and msintain, and has Ddeen approved for the treating of
nunicipal sewase.

COLUMBIA FLIES AGAIN! .Jolumbia arrived at Kennedy Space Centre on April 28,
1981 after its transfer frcm lending at Edwards AFD . Minor repairs, tests
and modifications plus the strengthening and replacing of some of the Ffanous
tiles has been carried oute The Remote Manipulator Arn (50Tt long) Lhas been
fitted and tested. The current schedule calls for rollout of the assembled
Space Shuttle to Pad A, Launch Conplex 39 on Aug.26, with the first dress
rehearsal by prine crewnen Engle and Truly, on Sept.2-3. Launch day for the
second spoace flight is set at Septepber 30th, ninimun, HMission duration is
set for five days, 83 orbits at a height of 137 miles, inclined 38° to the
Tquatore Dackup c¢rew members are Ken Matiingly and Henry Hartsficld.

COVER OPFER Any bids for the cover original of IERG 75 which showed the
launch of Columbia on its maiden space voyage 77
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Cpening with = note
from DOUG YOQUNG,
14 Church Sta,
ihitstable, KINT

"Youk'tre guite a
charmer for the
Anerican way of life
aincha ? Cover is
mood (as uwsual) nice
i fillers, but what I
g t}ﬁ‘ would like tao know
: \ is waereinell do you
7 &*'9 find your weird
; beasties ?s.<the
botton of a beer
glass? ({ No, they
lurk in the bottem
of a hattle of fixed
India ink,)))
. I enjoyed the
article on the robot factories, it hkad to happen I suppose, but ecantt
imagine it happening here. The T,U.C Luddites would pgo! glean round the
bend. (( Hot at all, they would demand each robot be attended by eight men
at double the wagesas.and that it be & Union member with a special f§ce
1abelled, 'Dverybody Outs..me included'))

ARNCLD AKIEN
b Dunblane Rd,.,

.,
Teseves

I wonder if it's wisc to spend so much space on ni rfo-
% computers? Ngt that it isntt enjoya?le - youfve provided
S'ﬂd rland sone gocd basic guides to an innovation that is hound to

s il hwecome comnonplace as tine goes onessbut I should thinlk,
and correct me if I':l wrong, that nany, if net aluest all of your readers
will be fairly familiar with, for instance the basic stuff that Willian
Rains wrote about in 'The Drean Machunes's Or an I naking the counon
error of essuning that things I consider arc fairly basic arc part of
conrton knowledges (I think you arc, 4rnold. Until about 18 months ago,
I knew alnost damn all about computerse.other than ‘what everybody knows'!
and believe you ne, finding out a bit wore proved hard work. I slegped
through a seftware jungle to find out what..ROMs, EPROXS, MODEMS, VLDUs
AND/OR pates, machine language, assetibler language and 5o oy culninating
in & course in Dasic Propramming...and only now an I really corring to
grips with it having purchased ny 7%81. Bocks and uapazines lean heavily
on jargon and that arca is a JUNGLED) It's true that Jepanese indust=-
rialists have a patcerralistic attitude towarrds workers - provided they
hahave thanselvess.so thoy aren't gping to sack everyone replaced by a
nicro-chipes.but what will all those people do  {(Gocd guestion, and I
don't pretend o know all tlie answers...3UT.TTthe sane might have been
s2id in the Middle Ages..when nen, wenen and children worked frou dawn to
dusk in the fields and then bedded down at sunset because they had ne real
artificial light. Yhat could they do when the workday shortened, riachines
began to creep in and their da¥ lengthened through the advent of better
lanips and lighting 2 answer. They adapted to the higher incounes and
better preductibity and expanded thoir leisure horizons. A similer change
in social patierns has come in the last thirty years. Provided we can
21l feed, clothe and house ourselves, plus social, cultural and educatibnw
all outlets..does it natter whether we work 8 hours s day, or 1 2 )
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Eric Heedham encloses a snippet from a letter he received from Bob Bloch, I
don't think Bob would object to quoting it heres... "I have just learned from
Ackerman about a special invitation extended to a group of scisnce fiiction
writers by the Soviet Union = a flight next April for a fourewesk tour -
ineluding Leningrade Ve plan to goe If it's anywhere near as nice as
Australia, I'm sure we'!ll cenjoy our stay." Good luck to ycu Bob, ard thanks
to Eric for the news items NHow we shall no doabt be getting an increase of
sf stories set in Russian locales once the: writers pget back hones

Roger Waddington A very truncated letter columnj which makes me wonder

L Commerszial St about the advisability of inviting them in your editorial.
Norton, Malton Sorme must be chafing a bite.particularly Arnold Akien with
Y047 9ES his 12 page letter condensed doin to a third of & page.

Tt seemns from this that he either didn't have much to say,
or else Reader's Digest! would like %o hear from you! ((ERG only has around
24 pages..end nmaterial can normally overfill thems.so letters nust talke
second placee.otherwise we end up with the incestuous situation of letters
coumenting on letters on letterses.a rather dull systems I try when space
permits to cull interesting snippets from as meuy as possibles.not an casy
task. However, the prime reason for asking for LCCs is to malke sure I get &
response to ERG as payuent/reward for ny efforts, Sub money cannct pay for
the time and money involved...it is no fun mailing ERG into a vacuurig.l
could save the postage by dropping it in the dustbine No, letters prove the
reador is interested in what Itm doinge..would YOU kecp on writing letters
to someone who never acknowledged them ? Imagine how much nore effort is
involved in producing a fanzine, Printing the letters is an added fillip to
the writerss.but one which no faned can guarantec because of spaces.we just
settle on different letter/text ratios. However, I DO try to reply to most
letters personallys.so writers do get a response fron nme); Roger continues,
nind then surely lencyclopediat and tsclence fiction' make up a contradiction
in termse.the one with an objective slant, the other so subjective that halt
a doyen people will give you a dozen different definitions..and as for
agreeing on the proper place of different authors within the field and the
contribution they've made to its developnent...and who uses such a tool
anyway..? (I fancy you're confusing 'encyclopedia'! with teritical survey'.
The former gives you all the facts..onumber ans titles of nagazines, dates,
authors, conventions etc...lN0T a subjective assessment of themn, Users are
any people wanting to find out a particular factesssjust as with a standard
encyclopedia someone nay want to know the highest mountain,longest river, or
the currency of Slobbovakis...it's a different ball geme as to whether the
highest nountain is the tnicest', etc.))

DAVID V, LEWIS

1 Hornbean Rd "My latest news.ebirth of a big bouncing boy, Ross, 8lbs,

((Congratulations to you and Anne...and put Ross down for a

giowuplinf Shuttle trip in 2002 for his 21st))) My copy of ERG seells to
PREE SRS have lost two pages of William Bains article, +sunfortunate
Suifose since our office is on the verge of receiving its own niero

and we will be able to sample their delights first hand. ¥ believe it is a
rnodel with printer, VDU, and uses floppy discs. Talking of holldays, ours
has corie and gone. Mot to the USA, but just Suffolk and Norfolk travelling
through rural England at its best, Vhat a wealth of historical sites we
have hore in SZast Anglia. I'd like to visit them all someday, ({ I was
stationed ncar Fakenham,e.little Snoring and North Creck whilst awalting
deriobaeesure is lovely, peaceful country around there...time seens to have
passed it bys Do you think it would be an ideal place for Londen's third
airport ?72))



15

e e £ e bt

e I L T e e ey i I'n overwhelmed at the job liko has
HMike AShI.ey, aSSlStE‘d hy Terry Jceves done on thiS onee. A COIVH;LETE index

%;?ﬁ;tozgzggeggiﬁzhllcablons $29495 has long been ny dreamny ever §incc
d k F ot . TLLIN i“ 60LS T covered the first 30 years in ny
el S 22 earlier booklets. Mike has gone
even further and the result is a handsome hardcover volurte of 254 pages and
neasuring 8% wide by 113" long {and an inch thick, if you want to be sure
it f5ts: your bookshelves). If the price deters youa.seither give yoursclf
a treat, or chat up your librarian as I reckon this will become THE book oi
ASF, and a collector's item. In addition to the bread-and=butter listings
of each issue (story, length,author,artists cover, etc.) you pet dphabetical

Tistings of authors tract & fiction), titles (faet & fiction), series,
arttists, index of letterhacks, and such extras as three An/Lab breakdowns,
appendices on total contents and nost prolific contributors and coverage of
ecditors and editorial assistants, size,price and title changes &and nore.
Itm prohd to be associated with ite..and in the U.K., I have no doubt that
Ken Slater of rantast (Mcdway) Ltd., will get yuu a copy if you aslk.

™ 15 T
PARALLED LINES  qpg goience Fiction Illustrations of Peter Elson &Chris Moare
Dragon's Dream/Vindward

&5

95 This is RO? one of those 'pseudo~fact! collections. Roger Dean

has a brief Foreword with a2 convincing case for ST art as a design base for
the future, Pat Vincent presents a few pages of perceptive comment on the

artists, their sources, and future technolofyes..and then...DROCL !

56 superb art plates, predominantly of space technology, real and vivid
without any cluttering text, or other verbiage, If you want to frame them
for wall hanging, do just that..if you can bring yourself %o desecrate the
book, (you could buy two copies)s Once throush this superlative (and no
other word fits)display, you get a list of titles for each artist's worlke.
Finally, further visual delight in the shape of (smaller) hlack and white
reproductions of the paintings alonrs with the title of the paperback on
which each picture first apneared. One day, someohe, possibly even yar
reviewer (hint to publisher) will come up with a compafahle art book which
gets each artist to describe his techniques in detail and just HOW he cones
up with such wonderful results, Until then, this one is & MUST for any
Jover of space art. I agree with Ziger Dean, if a mnodeller nade up sone of
these cawft, I'm sure they would fly beautifully...as per the dictunm.."If
it looks pgood, it flies zoods..and thesc look very good,




16

THE BOMER DALL  poier to W2, strange sipgnals emanate from the house of

Jokn Lynington the dead inventor, Andrew Barnes. ilis nephew J ln, a sort
Hale £6.25 of half-spy, is sent to investipate...which seems strange,
as his father now lives there, and one would expect the place held no
secrets for him, However, John finds a strange, energy-giving globe which
also transuits urmanal scenese. Further complications arise in the shape of
Clare and her off~beat daughters. John's boss, 'A.J.', also comes snooping
and numerous blind alleys keep everyone busy until events spiral to their
doom-~laden end, The yarn is onterfaining despite the wooden characters,
but the main theme is never really developed, which is & pity, as the war
is used very neatly to literally '‘end wars'

CHINAMAN 'S _GHANCE

————— St What effect on the world would arise from the discovery
Harry J.Grecnwald of an edible bean which also yields numerous oil-products
Hale £6.25 and will grow anywhere? Ue find out when Ambrose Holly

flies to China to join Lo Tsung in developing the necessary
processes. He also acquibes a native wife, becomes involved in an accident~
al nurder nnd is smur;lod out of China before the beans really begin to
fake over. But the beans are not an unmixed Llessing and Ambrose has many
ups and down before once again winding up in China. Tively characterisat-
ion, some gentle humour make excellent reading..with only the unfulfilled
promise of the bean tending to slow the pacc. The dustjacket is striking,

but sadly, uncredited.

::‘.x::::::r_:::z-_:::g:::— Opening with all the action and panache of a Bond
Douglag R.Mason movie, the reader is landed slap in the latest murder in
Hale 56425 a run of assassinations of top politicians. Security

chief Mackay is injured during the fracas, and this puts him in
nental contact with the Fich~like Typhons who are softening up Barth ready
for invasion, One night ask what opposition humanity could raise against
such powerful beingse..but that is quibbling as the pace is never allowed
to flag in one of the most gripping ‘'alien take-over' yarns to coue along for
guite some time. INr. iioson uses an economy of words where verhosity would
slow the pace, his characters are credible, if at times, unusual. The wholo
yarn lands smack in the 'hard-to-put-down' categorye.

2REEN 2 222 Psi-tyro, Trooper Bryn Dexter is pushed into

Roger Perry the front line of a colonial war with the

Hale £6.25 rebels aided by aliens. ounded and with
surgically enhanced psi powers he gradually

encounters anomalies in the ‘war!, After stumbling on

a murder plot by Party officials, Bryn gets a close-up

view of the aliens side of things (which baffled hinm

a bit and moved incomprehensible to me). Tension

build's: smoothly to a coldly logical climax, with

Dexter proving wholly credible, and the menacing

Party, equally so. Pity the aliens (and recbels)

were not so well handled..otherwise what is an

excellent adventure/action could have becn a really

outstanding yarne. .1t deserves a better jacketa

This onea.e.as for Gerrold's yarn (see next review)

was done by Helen lale« Sadly, its amateurism

detracts from the presentation,
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DEATHEZAST

D P The plot of tine travellers travelling back %o pre-history
DaVld_GerrOId to shoot dinosaurs is not a new one., What David Gerrold
Hale 26.25 docs with it, most decidedly is. Eight hunters nmake the

transit, armed with high-powercd lasers, detectors and a load of sophistic=-
ated gear., Iowever, one, Zthab hes plans to hunt Tyrannosaurus Rex with a
arossbows.and he proceeds to do just that despite all the hazards and sheer
disasters which befall thems, The tension both between human and beasts, and
human and human, is superbly developed in seme of the most exeiting tiction
you are Iikely to come &cross. Characters come across well, and the final
ending not only climaxes the action, but produses a neat twist which has

you taking blood pressure antidotese Definitely a winner,

CLTIZEN OF THE GALAZXY

shaalltl ML LLb S0dass  Taslin, the pne-eyed beg;ar buys young Thorby in the
Hobert A, Heinlein slave narltet. Ile educates the lad as well as training
Penpuin £1.50 him as a begrar. Thorby carries secret nessages for

BDaslim un*il Baslin is finally taken by the Sargon's nen.
Throrby flees into space, is adopted into *'The People'!, then finds that
sone 'freedons! can equate to slavery. Serialised in ASF in '57, this is
Heinlein's variation on the raps to riches therme, and & rattling good yarn
it is despite the strong sinilarity boatwecn all Heinleiff's 'father figures!
fron Baslin, through Jubal Hearnshaw to Farnmhon and his Frechold. If you
want a rattling good yarn without pseudo~intellectualisna..here it ise

- .

STARISLAW LY A three-bool: collection opening with 'SOLARIS' the
King Penguin £3.50 planet held in eccentric orbit around a binary by the

actions of its sentient ocean. Astronauts on Solaris

Station begin to mect 'visitors' from their past created by the sentience
and cannot be separated from these creations...yes a filu was based on it.
PR CHATN OF CHANCE' is a pripningly detailed detectign nystery of an ex-
astronaut attempting to sclve an inexplicable scries of deaths Ly re—enact-
ing the last jourhey of one of the victimsss.and then the menace strikes at
himi 'A PERFECT VACUUM' takes the .

form of a series of intellectual

reviews of non existent
books with such exotic
titles a&s, 'Gilgamesh!,
tSexplesiont! and
‘Gruppenfuhrer Louis
AVI?

RECIST Er.
EiRsT .

Excellent
characterisation and
a style which :-
recaptures that
lang lost ‘'sense
of wonder!. Ny
only quibble lay
with one of the
translators, Louis
Iribarne..as he
brand-nanie-dropped
with the abandon of
an advertising
executive until I
thought the astronaut
was a travelling
salegsnan, Good stuffl
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2§§=QQQ§=EEZQ=§£§§ Prince Herewiss has the power of '
Diane Duane the IMlame, but cannot control it.
Magnun £7.50 Single-handed, he sets off to rescue

fiis beloved Freelorn and teams up

with a fire elemental, Sunsparke. ZFreclorn is saved
by the use of magic, and the band joins Herewiss in
his search for cantrel of the Flame and how to travel
through the strange 'Doors! through time and space.

Definitely one of the better 'quest! yarns set in
a credibly depicted world where magic is comionplace.,
The only bit I didn't like was having homosexual
heroes in a similar type of society. Otherwise, a
dammned geood yarn,

STRANGER TO_THE GROUND

Sz2isdZtanrennsndniaie A factual account of a pilot's
Richard Bach thoughts and memories as he makes
Granada 51.25 a routine flight from ZEngland and -= -

takes a storm-avoiding route across Zurope to his base in Frances. We see
his traning and other incidents in flashbacks called up by his current
activities. If you're an aircraft/flying buff, then you'll enjoy this
poetically gripping account. My only quibble is that it seens unfair to
advertise it as 'An Original Paperback! when this really means it is a 1963
book getting its first UJK. paperback airing. In wmy innocence, I assumed
'An Original! to wmean 'firsi time outt,

S==sZDRE Kirth Gersen sets out on the trail of Lens Largue, sadist and
Jack Vance fourth on the list of five Deron Princes who killed Cersen's
Coronet 21,30 ©ryarentss The trail leads from world to world among many of
the credible alien cultures for which Vance is fauous. These
are engeging different, with even villains having a charm of their own,
Musicians play such introguing instrunents as tchinklepins', others keep
appointments at 'half morning'. Against this background, Gersen corners his
prey by manipulating stock in the worthless ¥otzash Syndicates.and this
gupvlies a nice twist endinpg, Vance's aliens forrm a delicate acquired taste
and one well worth the acquiring. Pity there is only one wmore in tne series.

THE_QUZST OF KANE, The Mystic Swordsman, !DARK CRUSADE!

Karl Zdward Tagner Qutlaw Orted is possessed by the God Sataki and begins
Coronet &1.25 a Jehad of evile. Kane comes to his aid to train his

soldiers, but treachery ensues leading to a final
conforntation with the gods. Humerous battles, torture, sadism and agony,
but cardboard characters fother than the love~besotted Jarve) make this a
rather pedestrian piece of sword and sorcery., If you are a fan of such
yarns, this may be in your line.sotherdise, pass it by.

§EL£§=§39QED Paul Levan, anateur archaeologist working on Cyprus, finds
Garry Kilworth ancient bones and uses a new technigue to create holograns
Penguin £71.50 of the original bodies. Something goes wrong and his son

Richard forns 2 mental Ilink with Esk, the young caveman in
the reconstruction. TFor: here, we follow adventures on two levels as Levan's
woran calls in her ex-husband; a kidnap threat arises, and Rishard/Esk go
through dangers in the Pleistscene. All the threads culminate in a thrille-
ing, two level piece of mtion. Well written, gripning story and convincing
characters..but what else do you expect of the man who wrote 'The Night Cf
The Kadar' ¢
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ROADMARKS Red Dorakeen seeks his origins and destiny by trevelling a

Roger Zelazny road through time aided by his computer/car/conpanion,Leaves,!
Orbit £1.50 However, his ex~partner has declared the 'Black Decade'! on

Doralieens, .50 & series of assassins are after his life, anong
thenm a destruction-prograuned robot and an unarumed conbat chanplone A neatly
worked-out yarn, enthralling from the word go as Zelazny first spins the
threads, then weaves them all together.

______ Hallucinations are troubling the variocus species of the !Seven
Allen L, Wold Worlds'. Society is about to collapse into reliflous wars over
Hale £6.50 \The Visitors! identity. Satinas is set the task of resolving
the enigme, so embarks on a trail of surgical and mental
enhancement by the Yakatskoi, the Lorkes and the fabled Dirga before his
final confrontation, BSatinas is cardboard (his fiancee more so) but the
excitement and scope of the novel more than compensate for tiis. The final
Satinas/Luxiferos link smacked vaguely of the Biblical, but the ysrn gives
you plenty to think about and I enjoyed it frotw: the word 'Go'e A strong
point (for me) was that %the yarn never descended into the standard conflict
between 'good and evil'e.
THE_MAN_VHO KNEW TIME Three inmmortal criminale escape into time, pursued by
Ronald A, HMcQueen Ariel who agsumes the form of & beautiful (and sex-hungry)
Male 26,50 girl, As the criminals begin their plans %o alter the
future, porn smufgler, John Toner clashes with them, a local
thur, snd the military authorities (strangrly, local police take little
notice of pgun battles)s Tener, Ariel and the alien Trakdarsh set about the
task of thwarting the eoriminals and avertinp the impending war with the
Colonies. A rather hectic romp, much tearing hither and thither and super
weapons invented af the drop of a screwdriver. lot great SF, but plenty of
funs.and a battle scene fit for 'Star Warst.

THE_LEVELLERS  In the 26th Century, menkind ie poised to spread to another
Peter J, Grove galaxy when a new President declares a moratorium on further
Hale £64,25 expansion and institutes the Pentacon contests., Then the

ambitious (and bionic), Gort Tela takes over to bring crime
and oppression until the nysterious ‘lLevellers) begin to operate against hinm,
A rather amateurish potw~bdiler in the
BOs style. You may ignore such words
as (dominent?,'armournentf and *Unctious',
~ but not such writing ase."The question
: e _ igsucd fronm his clenched teeth like pas
under pressure trying to escape", or
8 vCiricnis, (led by the rascally Ras Order)"
or tfawned the unctious little wan'!

! OK if you want lots of oily villains,
treachery, battles ageinst all odds and
pulp style writinge..otherwise, this cne
lowers the Hale standard from its normal

Bins much higher level. (Oh yes, and both

; this and 'Man Who Knew Time' suffer fron

inferior dust jackets)

Surding upees'STAR GOD!, excellent,
Man ‘he Knew Time', good and of
'"The Levellers?s.nuff said.
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GALAXIES LIKE GRAINS OF SAID — .
EEES S Lo = s re-organised issue of nine, basically un-~
Brian Aldlss  Penther ®T.25 ..y.teg tales, now linked into a Future History
which includes survival of a nuclear war, its Isolationist aftermath, (Quidbble,
the inconsistency of a doctor making a personal house call for a treatuent
via videoscreen)s e neet the last man in a ropotic world, mutation,
galactic expansicon and oivilisation plus a tilt at a status struggle in
Hollywood, & human hive-mind pmutant and a final space wars Aldiss in his
most spsrkling form with nine Ilittle gems. Personally, I didn't care for
the linking materiale.the stories stand up well enough on their own without
being forced into an artificisl relationship. Skip the links and enjoyl
SIGHT OF PROTEUS By the 22nd Century, Earth is desperate to solve over-
Charles Sheffield population and under~-nourishment problems. Shape~changing
Arrow £%.60 is widely available under the supervision of the Biclogical
Equipment Corpn., headed by genius Robent Chapman. Some
shapes are illegal, and two officers of 'Form Control! follow a trail of
unlawful experiments to Capman..and from here the plot diversifiew into a
gripping hard-core sagh. One of the best yarns I've read, so0 it is a very
welcome sight to see it now more cheaply avaiisble in paperback. If you like
fast, woll-written and real sf, then don't miss this ones . ; _

MESSRS SLDGUICK & JACKSQU have come up with two more -bumper volumes in their
o 4 ' SF Special Series, priced at £5.95 eagh, No.3% has

about 500 pages, &nd Noes 35 over.600..4 " '

S.Fa 52%0;5; %h contains. *Wo Sterling U, Lanier titles, VHIERO!S JOURNEY ' is
a Ttrek! yarn, with priest/telepath, Per iiero Desteecn secking tlie lost
powers of the ancientse.and encountering such delipghis as wizards, nonsters
pirates and other perils as he crosses a future North Amexrica.

'THE WAR FOR THE LOT!.sees young Alec March dpending sumcer on & farm where
he begins to hear, and talk teo, the, animals. He has a midniglit meeting with
a timeless entity of the wood examines hin as to his fitness to aid them in
a battle agzinst a terrible enemys.»juvenile, but a eracking yarn. Lanier
has the canvas of Simak,-withoul the latters overdone, sugar-and-spice type
of folksinesse . ’ : : y

S,F.SPECIAL %5 proves a real honanza. Lanier eopans it with !'THE PECULIAR
TXPLOITS OF %ﬁIHADIER FFELIOVWES' 8 seven-story. coll: ction (from F&SF) of the
brave Brigadier's adventures as related to his friends..he neets Anubis, sea
monsters, & Dracula-like fAmericen family; & Paleozoic man, giant ¢crabg and
an ancimnt Greck monsterss.fantasy in a G{ithic horror veine. UNext comes the
spine-chilling XENO by D.F.Jones, in which strange disappearances of various
aireraft are followed by their repppearing nonths laters.apparently unharned
,.until vampire-like creatures begin to stalk the pcoples of the world. One
of the most grifiping-and hard-~tc-put. down alien invasion tales in 2gesss+.and
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as if that wasn't value enough, in comes John Morressy with 'FROSTWORLD AND
DREAMFIRE! wherein Hult, last of the Onhlons surviving on the frigid world
of Fragellon, sets out to scek a mate, Tncurring the enmity of the Starvar-
ein Hult enters his third life level of nithbrog which gives hin enhanced
pmental powersese.at a price. Some of the best alien life style writing and
insight into 'how it might be! enter into this onec.

If your overdraft will only run to one of these two volunese.piump for
No.35 and 'you'll not be disappointed anywhere along the line,

e VERY 81 TTIME HA 30 d § .
e%z:gé@==&s§¥=e;§E=Q&§§I== A T3=story mix of Hew Wave and S(peculative)F

Ian Watgon which includes a time-travelling god; the sun's return
Panther £1.25 to & ravaged world; the miraculous propertieds of starwood

and a world segmented by force fields. You get several
Japanese vignettes, claustrophobic hari-kiri, love in & brothel and otherss
Txcellently written in the current style which sets, but does not explain,
a fantastic situation, follows events, then leaves you %o meditate on then.
Lot for those who want lopical cause-and-effect yarns, but great stiff for
lovers of the 'doeit-yourself! school of SF. Watson is a great writer and
kere he excels in his ideas and treatment of them,

ZQE_EQZ_Qa_ZSE_Iﬁgzgggg TIf there is anyone out there who hasnt't had the
Jehn Wyndham pleasure of reading what is probably Wyndhan's best, and
Penguin £1.25 certainiy, most famous, disaster novel, Penguin are giving

you another chance with this re-issue. Mobile, stinging
plants originate in Russia and are aided by a coincidental blindness caused
by a meteorite shower which leaves the world's population at the mercy of
the oreaturess 1f the lousy filn has put you offs.forget it, the book is
as gripping as the novie version was dull,

100 & TR
L0 HERN_OF TIH: yalf a dozen wide-ranging tales by the master. Ve neet
Poul Anderson the ostracised Kithfolk wandering space in search of the
Corgi @&7425 Tlder Races, the use of assassination as an alternate to war

and an encounter with computer-ruled aliens. Accldental
time travel in Icelandy postewar rehabilitation in two forms wind up the
collection. Anderson digs inte the characters and their origing %o give
added background to his writings. The result is an entertaining viluiie with
none of the padding which characterises his longer novels.

GENESIS TII

e CIA Man, Robert Mair is disgulsed as a scientist and set to
David “iltshire investigate the mystery of a series of 'dead! scientists
Hale £6.25 whose graves contain empty coffins., The trail leads to an

acadenic centre near York and a strange e periment in
biology and survivala Fast-paced, action-packed as a Dond moviea..indeed,
Main's assumed name is 'Janes?, Iliaybhe not strictly SF, but highly entert-
aining 'aystery!' yara of a Docmsday avoidance group.

' N T A

CALIFOREZA_DREMIIG . » new war gas produces & paranoiac reaction and triggers

Hicheclas Garlick the Docomsday war. As the Tew survivors struzgle to

Hale &£6425 rebuild, the pas resturns in a mutated form which causes
people to re-~live and fight old battles from history and

fiction. Only Rella kn'ws the source of the gas, and she sets ocut to fight

her way through the embattled land to stop the menace and finds herself in

a gigantic trap, Fothing cerebradl, but excitement all the way with a

stunning climactic shoot-out. Real escapist reading with never a dull or

un-interesting moment, The characters are warped, but totally convinuing

even if the pas itself is rether implausibles It also beer%s a striking

cover by Dave Griffiths.
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QE&QZEQ:EZ;:ZQ§=§ A re-issue of this gigantic end excellent value volume
Sidewick & Jackson containing Gordon Re Dickson's TIIZ FAR CALL and John
28,95 700+pp Varley's Il THE HALL OF THE MARTIAN XINGS. TFC tells

of two craft setting off for Mars overloaded with tasks and
becoming political foctballs thus leaving no nargin for error when disaster
strilkes, TTHOTMC is & nine=story enthelogy of wide-ranging versatility. If
you misssd these two titles first time around..then for goodness sake, if
you like good SFe.don't miss this bargain offer. Doth yarns were more fully
coverad in BRG 65..50 why are you vaiting ?

SCIZUCL VIOTION SERCIAL 37 \nother hefty compendium, BLIND VOICES by the
Sidgwick & Jackson £8.95 jate Tom Reamy won immediaste acclain for its

1yrical, evocative quality, Haverstock's frealk show hits & back water town
and the 'monsters! elicit reactions and horrore..and then the show's star
escapes and rapes & young girl. The whole tale cones to 8 head with an
exciting..and unsuspected finale., TID ULTIMAK MAN see snalletime crook
Damocles Montgomerie turned into a supex being by an alien agent. Opening
with more dash and verve than a Dick novel..but slowing slightly towards the
ends The two novels make another terrific buy and whether you buy this cor
Quantum Speninl 2 is @ toss=upes.if in doubt, play safe and invest in then
hoth and you'll not be sorryes

SCOURPION

ZEEET oD Professor Morrelli las discovered a gateway to a future time
Meville Xea track and lures doctors Lrige and Skarn through it to a world
Hale #£6.25 of intelligent beavers who first require convircing of human
interrity then elicit their aid against a scorpion enchy.
Erige investigates and discovers an underground city ruled by a mental giant
who plans to use mutated hunans to wipe out the beavers. Seduced by the
lovely Ayleen, Brige still manages to win through. An unusual tale, naive
in. some ways and full of loose ends. Nevertheless, it is full of incident
and 4f you have o large dose of 'doubt suspensiont it wakes for an entertaine-
ing reade.

———————————————— hen a giant cylinder appears in a fermer's field, it proves
Jac!t Rhys to he the first in a scries of gateways to other worlds. each
Hale 56,25 with its own brand of lethal nastiness, Dr Janes Gordey sets
ocut to unravel this alién intellipgence test, and slso To

nanipulate circumstonces to his own ends, The trall is fescinating, the
varn one of the most gripping 'alien maze' plots Ifve had the pleasur~ of
reading..good characters, well handled and excellent from opening sentence
to the final full stope Ra4e it 'unputdownable',

bl A - B e Trian Alexander, a young college professor inherits

Thomas ¥, Monteleone g600,000 plus a house and chattels..anong them, soue
Hale &6.,25° diaries describing fluxgates hetween worlds. He teaus

up with Derek Ruffin to locate a 'gate'. They sail
through into a Jules Verne world of the 1900s where they become enmeshed in
a battle between Captain Neme and Robur the Congueror. Good ¢characterisation
but despite the action, the tale seens to hog down once it passcs through
the gate and attemptes to grasp the atmosphere of Vernels period., However,
if you are a Jules Verne afficionado, then you'll lap it upe An interesting
parallel to Chris Priecst's superb capturing of the “lellsian epoch in his
iSpace Machine'.
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e Uriter Richard Barlman is first coerccd, then
Adi-ian Cole tortured into aiding the sadistic Orwell with a strange
liale £6.25% sevies of psychological tests controlied by the computer
LUSIFOR. 4o the experiments progress, sarloan encounters an akilen

snfluence behind LUCTIFER and he himself acquires superhumnan powers. Well
executed blend of mystery, horror and suspense in carefully escalated stages,
credible, if unusual characters. The whole jells into an eminently accepte
able and exciting yarn. I wasn't too convinced of the reasoning of the 1Mand!
but this didn't detract from my enjoyment of the story.

PRI R S e e E David Benson, nember of an underground group, flees
D.A.Darker Hale 36,25 from the ruling Intelligentsia after an abortive
coup. Attempting a sulcidal dive into the sun, he
is cezUrht, re-aninated and mind-probed with unexpected resulis when the memory
. 'of barbarian ancestor Eldred surfaces. To further coniplicate matters, an
alien starship is approaching and the Intelligentsia plan to destroy it it
Benson/Eldred cannot intervene. By this stage you are beginning to wonder
just where the hero acquired his strange powerses.but a totally unexpected
twist of the plot solves that..and several other problemnse. A rather frag-
mented yarn, full of blood and action, but Denson is not a particularly
likeable character and the result is a potentially excellent tale vhich never
quite gets everything topether.

ISAAC ASIMOV'S MARVELS OF SCIEWCE_FICTION
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ndited by George Scithers Fo less than a sixteen piece assortment of
Hale 56495 stories, puzzles and even spoof articles culled
from the 1978-79 years of the I.Al.S.F.H, 'hich
poses a bit of a puzzlie..why collect into bool form, material so rocantly
available in & magazine..and/or in the Davis paperback, L.AB.5.F.J1 AVTHOLOCEES
79 However, if you want a large slice of interesting SF safely ensconced
between hardcovers...look no further. Opening with an Asimov editorial on
how to write SF (Mow where have I read that before?) you're intoc a neatly
mixed, shaken, and stirred bag of goodies..comple®z with tie original artwork
and heading 'blurbs'. Material tends more to the action side of sf and is
a bit bland for sone tastes, but otherwise an cminently acceptable collectiom

FPIRBSTARILG  yhen Andy McGee participates in a drug experiment sponsored by
Stephen King an undercover agency known as !The Shop', it awakens a latent
Futura S1.95 psi power in both McGee and his Tuture wife. When their
daughter Charlie is born, she has even more poweriul talents
which include pyrotic powel. This leads to a taut, suspenseful chase as '"The
Shop seeks to analyse the powers. Compulsive reading, with the sinister
Mainbird' adding to the mcnace. A superb blend of nainstrean and SF which
will most certainly make it to the blg screen. Yarning, don't start 1t if
you can't spare the tine to finish it. You'll not be able to put it dowis

§£§§=g£;é¥£§§ A six story collection opening with the Hugo-winning title
Joan De Vinge story of human intervention in alicn conflict on Titan. There
Oorbit £1.75 are two other human/slien tales; a pivce about an iselated

astronaut on an outward bound probej murder in the Heaven
Belt system, and finally a hunan/cyborg love affalirs Personaily, I found
the yarns a bit overwordy with the emphasis uore on sociology and relation~
ships than on the lagic~problen~solution side. nut for Vinge lovers, it is
a veritable feast.

o SnmArCom=T oo A ro~issue of the ¢lassic ZRE tale of John Carter on
Edgar Rice Durroughs  HMars. First in the series and with all the action,
Del Rey 90p characters and panache which have made the adventurer
and his Dejah Thoris into legends. Missed it so far? Rectify the matter nowe
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Nt T T _YeeMgdo = Second in the 'Deok Of The New Sun', trllogy
Gene Yolfe in which banished apprentice sorcerer Severian
Sidgwick & Jackson £7.95 continues his adventures., Having acquired a

jewel of strange powers, known as,'The Claw Of
The Conciliator' in the first yarn (Shadow Of The Torturer', we follow
Severian and the gteel-handed Jonas into an underground lair of half~men,
They are taken prisoner by the criminal band of Vogolus; fight of heat~
seeking vampires and nany other perils, The sequences in the Tiouse of
Absvlute' are reminiscent of Peake's 'Gormenghast',.and as pawerful, The
whole varn is beautifully created and credibly ‘'other-wordlyt!,. The
toriurerts travels wind you into a strange web of pwople and places ,.akin,
yet different from a future earth., A real tour-de~force,

PROJECT_POPE

=3I R Way out on the Rim world, 'End Of Neth’' g!,robtcta. .
Clifford D, Simak are building their own Vatican, complete with an

Sidpwick & Jackson £7,95 olectronic Pope. They are aided by a small ccrps
of hunan 'Listermers' who nake a mental search of
the Galaxy for information. When one of then, HMary, claims to have located
Heaven, it causes dissension between those who call for her canonisatien
and those who cannot accept the new Heaven, We follow the story through
the actions of writer Jill Roberts, and fugitive doctor Jason Tennyson, but
in addition, there is a horde of other warm, folksy, Simak characters such
as the castaway Decker, nurierous rcbots, the enigmatic 0ld Ones and Simakls
favourite stereotype, 'The Whisperer's.plus many others..wilth each one very
nueh like all the others until by the end of the yarn, I found ayself
wondering what it was all about. A fascinating yarn which deserved @ betler
conclusion.
A G m rw
5?&5295222&22:2&%&:599& Those who remember !ltadio Valve & Transistor Data',
11th. Bdition A,M.Ball will need no further introduction to this up-dated
Newnes Technical TDooks and re-titled editione Identical in size (21cu by
55 450 27 en:i 175pp)s The 70+ pages on valves have been
dropped (Logically so, have you trisd to buy one lately?), as have the
capsulle notes on possible applications. I'm not so happy at the dropping
of the pages on IC's, but the information is readily available elsewhere.
There are six pages of lead identification diagrams to aid in solving a
recurring prodlem and the 30 or so pages of comparable types should be of
sreat use to anyone sccking replacenents. The major revision has left roon
for better coverage of the rapidly expanding range of seniconductor devices.
Germaniwn and Silicon transistor of NPH and PNP types have all been united
into one massive alphanumerical listing which greatly ailds location of &
specific type, and this system has been applied to other groupings for FiTs,
LEDs,SCRs, TRIACS etcyctcs is @ bench reference for repairman, hohbyist or
potterer, this is an invaluable guides You may not use it oftenes.but when
the need does arise, it will prove invaluable.

LoGabs _Of B2 24259 An alien starship reaches Tarth, colonisation tegins
Robert Hoslines but disease starts to kill off the Star Men. As a last
Hale &6.25 resort, they set their robots to wuard their technology
until prehistoric man is ready for it., /As the Ice Apge conles, the robois,
take the savages underground until new man arises and reaches the Atomie
Age..whereupon the underground races.now nutated (in 30 years ???) by
underground nuclear tests, energes to the surface, Improbabilities abound,

in aédition to the rutation, there's @ virtually peralysed victin of anemia
working on an iscléted 'digt, and others. IHoweverl, it does neatly tie in
UF0's, and the Siberian meteoritc. The main drawback igs a lack of a central
character core to linm it all togethers ™“ithout this, the yarn becories a
sories of almost isclated incidents.,
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ECLIPSE ON MARS — These Viking Orbiter 1 pictures were taken during a new experiment to locate the
position of Viking Lander 1 on Mars using the shadows of the Martian moons, Phobos and Deimos. These
pictures are part of a 40-picture series of the shadow of Phobos taken during a three-minute period. The
shadow, about 90 kilometers {56 miles) long, moved ahout 350 kilometers (220 miles) from west to east
across the surface of Mars. At the same time, a photo taken during a Lander 1 camera rescan seqguence
detected the shadow of Phohos crossing the site, Careful timing and detailed processing of these and similar
Phobos/Deimos shadow pictures will allow scientists to locate the Lander within 1 kilometer (0.6 mile); and
combining the moon photos with other data may allow refinement of the location to about 200 metars
(650 feet). Lunae Planum, a heavily cratered plain on Mars, is at the left in the pictures. The crater
Sharonov, 150 kilometers (93 miles) in diameter, is at top. Chryse Planstia, where Viking Lander 1 touched
down July 20, 1976, is at the right. The Phobos/Deimas shadow experirmnent is being conducted by Viking
quest investigators Thamas C. Duxbury and Linda A. Morabito of the Jet Propulsian Laboratory.
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